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borated in a recent publication Ene] by a mutual friend from the 
Spirit World, and with whom also she founded last year ‘The Salon 
(now the Society) E S Golden Key.’ Mr. and Mrs. Ames aie re- 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


“Psychism,’ by M. Hume (London: The Walter Scott 
Publishing Co.) is worth attention, if only for its severe 
warning against ‘psychism, hypnosis, Spiritualism, medium- 
ship and all purely subconscious or so-called automatic 
actions,’ and for its wild assertion that ‘ Spiritualism leads 
to the moral and physical ruin of most mediums: it is a 
deadly moral, mental and physical danger.’ 

We say the book is worth attention for this reason, 
because nearly the whole of it is occupied by stories of the 
writer's personal experiences, written without distress and 
often in a semi-merry mood. These experiences range over 
a Pa region, covering practically everything that is 
recognised ed in the ‘Spiritualism which this writer thinks 


or “mental, moral and physical conditions.’ 
re dangers in relation to everything, and certain 
re peculiar to contact with people and things 
Borderland, but that is no reason why we 
With valiant souls it is rather a reason 
1 
ver, is worth attention for other reasons. 
is well written, with a good déal of 
i aim, and starts several novel 
ons that ought to be considered. 
- notion that every human being is 
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There are certainly some curiosities. For instance, 
there are sixty-two Chinese and twelve Japanese temples 
in the country. About forty, which were destroyed at San 
Francisco, are still in ruins. In New York alone there are 
fifteen Chinese temples. There are two thousand three 
hundred and eighty-seven members of the American Japanese 
Buddhist Societies,and one thousand twohundred and eighty 
followers of Bahaism connected with twenty-four places of 
worship. There are seventy-three Armenian Societies ; 
twenty-nine in Massachusetts alone. The Eastern Ortho- 
dox or Greek Church has one hundred and twenty-nine 
thousand six hundred and three communicants in four 
hundred and eleven churches. 

But the most curious fact is that while there are only 
fifty-seven main bodies, these are split into two hundred 
and fifteen ‘denominations.’ There are seventeen kinds 
of Baptists, twenty-four sorts of Lutherans, fifteen divisions 
of Methodists, and twelve species of Presbyterians. Even 
the little Dunkers are split up into four sorts, and of 
Mennonites there are fourteen. 

It may interest the reader to know how the Baptists 
manage to split into seventeen kinds. Here is an assort- 
ment :— 


There are General Baptists, Separate Baptists, United 
Baptists, Free Baptists, Freewill Baptists, United American 
Freewill Baptists, Primitive Baptists, General Six Principles 
Baptists, Seventh-Day Baptists, Duck River Baptists, and 
Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestination Baptists, The Civil 
War caused splits, giving rise to Southern Methodist and 
Southern Baptist bodies. In these churches there is also 
colour division. Two or three churches came into existence 
just after the close of the war as a protection against political 
preaching. 

Poor human nature! How it kicks! 

We are, of course, specially interested in the notification 
that according to this reckoning there are four hundred and 
fifty-five Spiritualist Societies, with over thirty-five thousand 
members. 


‘The right to believe’ is a phrase which seems to be 
taking hold ; and no wonder; it is a good phrase, and it 
indicates a good thing. In a world of doubt and confusion, 
“with the confusion felt and the doubt admitted, it is a 
thoroughly good thing to make a choice and stand stoutly 
out for the right to believe in spite of confusion and doubt. 
A certain Professor in an American college for girls, 

e Eleanor Harris Rowland, has done this ina book which, 
a justification of doubt, lands her and us ina 


eally bas something in it. This brave woman says: 
ve a perfect right to doubt any and every thing. 
only a way of asking for more information.’ 
insists upon subjecting doubt to as severe a scru- 
d winds up by claiming the right to make 
eal conclusion which promises the best 
nd t satisfactory life and the most 
s Hence her choice in favour of 

a in aros aihama s risht to 
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round, and that every explanation of the Universe is 
utterly inadequate and that we ‘cannot know,’ what then? 
We have to choose between alternatives, that is all, and it 
is the part of wisdom to choose the best even as only a 
working hypothesis. Hence the wisdom of this sensible 
woman when she says :— 

Ts not the adoption of the least desirable hypothesis just 
as absurd in the realm of religion as it would be in our social 
relations? Really, the obstinate disbeliever has no right to 
pride himself on his superior honesty. It is no more praise- 
worthy to cherish a disagreeable faith than an agreeable one, 
if both are equally possible and equally beyond the reach of 
conclusive proof. We havea right to select the faith which 
means most for life. We can honestly have a practical faith 
in God, even when theoretical difficulties remain. 


We wish we could speak highly of a small work by S. 
Gorst, sent to us for notice. It is evidently a sincere pro- 


_ duction, but is woefully defective, especially in the matter 


of grammar. 
The following story is well worth retelling :— 


The Reverend Canon Lynch, of St. Wilfred’s Catholic 
Church, Hulme, Manchester, some time ago gave a series of 
discourses on the dangers of Spiritualism, attacking it most 
violently, sparing it neither root nor branch. I attended the 
closing one of the series, and sought an interview with the 
Canon after the discourse, which was graciously granted, 
and almost the first question that he raised was, ‘ Do Spirit- 
ualists believe in God?’ ‘Of course,’ I answered, ‘that is 
the first principle in Spiritualism, the Fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man.’ He was somewhat astonished, 
and made this admission, that he had never been to a Spirit- 
ualist séance. The Canon’s attack, therefore, like many others, 
was not made thugh personal knowledge or papeco, but 
from hearsay and other written experience. We are bid to 
prove all things, and to hold fast to that which is good. Sad 
to say, it is far from being carried out, for our minds are too 

t to be made up as to what to believe and not to believe. 

r interview ended with the Canon expressing over and over 
again the very great pleasure it had given him to have a con- 
versation with one that knows something about Spiritualism. 


Have the Christlike believers in the old endless Hell 
ever thought what that would mean and must mean to 
Heaven? Have they ever wondered how they would like 
it, to be happy in Heaven with the knowledge that there 
were millions of wretched beings in Hell? Have they ever 
considered what they would do if Jesus Christ were to 
start an exodus from Heaven, to do in Hell what he did 
on pak ele de ArT A Have they ever come 
across such daring but such reasonable words as those of 
De Monet o A E i 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD. 


On THURSDAY NEXT, OCTOBER 139n, AT 7 PM, 
A CONVERSAZIONE 


Of the Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance will be held 


In THE SALON OF THE 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH ARTISTS, 
SUFFOLK STREET, PALL MALL EAST, S.W., 


At which CLArrvoyanr Descriptions of spirit people present 
will be given by Mrs. Imison and Mrs. Podmore. ; 


Music, Social Intercourse, and Refreshments during the Evening, 


Members and Associates may have tickets for themselves 
and their friends on payment of the nominal charge of one 
shilling each : OTHER visitors two shillings each 

To facilitate the arrangements itis respectfully requested 
that Members and Associates will make early application 
for tickets, accompanied by remittances, to Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
Secretary, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


Meetings will also be held in the SALON or THE ROYAL 
Socrery or BRITISH Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, 
S.W. (near the National Gallery), on the following Thursday 
evenings :— 

Oct. 27.—Mr. A. W. Orr : ‘ Proofs of Spirit Identity, includ- 
ing Evidence by “ Psychic Photography.”’ 

Nov. 10.—The Rev. T. Rhondda Williams. 

Noy. 24.—Mr. A. P. Sinnett: ‘The Occult Student’s View 
of Evolution.’ 

Dec. 8.—Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore: ‘Phenomenal 
Spiritism : My Experiments with Mediums.’ 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 
For THE STUDY or PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA. 


Cratrvoyance.—On Tuesday next, October 11th, Mre, 
Cannock will give clairvoyant descriptions, at 3 p.m., and no 
one will be admitted after that hour. Fee 1s. each to 
Members and Associates ; for friends introduced by them, 2s. 
each. October 18th, Mr. J. J. Vango. 

Psycnican SELF - CULTURE.—On Thursday, October 
20th, the first meeting of the Psychic Class, for Members and 
Associates only, will be held at 5 p.m. Addresses will be 
given by Mr. E. W. Wallis, Mr. George Spriggs, and Mr. J. A. 
Wilkins. Mr. Withall will preside. Atter the meeting tea 
will be provided at the Eustace Miles Restaurant, to which 
all the members of the class are invited. 

Mepiumistic Devetorpment.—On Thursday, October 
27th, at 5 p.m., Mr. George Spriggs will conduct a Class for 
the Development of Mediumship, for Members and Associates 
only. 

_ FRIENDLY Inrercourse.—Members and Associates are 

invited to attend the rooms at 110,St. Martin’s-lane, on Friday 

afternoons, from 3 to 4, and to introduce friends interested 

in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, the exchange of 
expe and mutual helpfulness. 

Contron.—On Fridays, at 4 p.m, 

spirit control, will reply to ques- 

on ‘the other side,’ medium- 

shi ne philosophy of Spiritualism 

gener Members and Associates free, 
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SURVIVAL: A MATTER OF EVIDENCE. 


The President of the Society for Psychical Research, Mr. 
H. Arthur Smith, in his presidential address delivered on May 
Sth, and published in Part LXI. of the ‘ Proceedings’ of the 
Society, analysed from the legal standpoint the character and 
bearing of the evidence for survival and spirit return, as 
exemplified in the communications purporting to be from 
Frederic Myers, which have been collected and published by 
theS.P.R. He leaves the question still, to a large extent, 
open, although the difficulties which he raises (familiar ones 
for the most part) may seem exaggerated to those who look 
more at the evidences of identity presented in the communi- 
cations themselves than at the possible ways in which the 
messages can be accounted for. We might say, in fact, that 
it is one thing to discuss how automatic writing might be 
effected, and another thing to account for the strong re- 
semblance of the mentality displayed to that of Frederic 
Myers on any other supposition than that he was really their 
author, 

Mr. Smith, in summing up the previous work of the 
S.P.R., refers to ‘the demonstration of thought-transference 
among the living, for which Myers happily invented the word 
“telepathy,” and the collection of voluminous evidence which 
atleast suggests the operation of telepathy between the dead 
and the living.’ He notes how the idea of telepathy, derided 
at first, has become almost universally known and pretty 
generally accepted, so that it is now used by critics ‘to cast 
ridicule or pour scorn upon the conclusions we are endeavour- 
ing to formulate. They beat us, or try to do so; with the 
stick which we have made for them. Having jeered at tele- 
pathy as long as they dared, now that it is established in a 
simple form, they accuse us of credulity for not assuming its 
sufficiency to account for many complicated phenomena for 
which its aptitude is by no means proved, and to which its 

application seems more than doubtful.’ We are glad that 
matters have reached a point at which we can tender our sym- 
pathy to the 8.P.R. in this respect. 

Answering the threadbare objection as to triviality or 
want of consistency in the messages received, Mr. Smith 
e limitations of the medium, even the best being 
perfect instrument, and suggests that ‘ the discarnate 


y entirely unknown to us,’ and therefore may have 
tself, or re-accommodate itself to our limitations, 
o communicate at all, as though we were to try ‘to 
through « a buzzing élephione the beanty of the rain- 
a blind from his birth.’ Until we know more of 
under which the communications are sent and 
nust remain hopelessly incompetent to estimate 
quite as probably the valuelessness, of such 


idence, it is pointed out that psychical 
e not the powers of a court of law, and that 
mulative facts constituting circumstantial 
g than the unsupported testimony 
= James has pointed out in his 
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ingenuity, or the invention of any of the inqnirers on this 
side, at any rate not in their supraliminal consciousness.’ 

In his conclusion, Mr. Smith illustrates by an analogy 
how short-sighted is the idea that death must necessarily 
end all. He says :— 

I have often thought that the prophecy of despair with 
which the materialist would depress us may be compared 
with the despair which might fall on an ephemeral insect who 
noted that the sun, the source of light and heat, was descend- 
ing towards the horizon. His own philosophy would tell him 
nothing of the sequence of day and night, for he has never 
seen the sun ascending. He would conclude that with the 
setting sun all life would cease. 

There is another forcible expression in this paper, which 

might be used in a different sense. Speaking of the value of 
the society's work, Mr. Smith says: ‘We need not elaborate 
an argument to justify our existence. We are not called upon 
to justify our existence to troglodytes.’ It struck us on read- 
ing these words that perhaps Myers and the others were 
thinking the very same thing with regard to the ultra- 
sceptical : ‘We are not called upon to prove our existence to 
troglodytes who can see or imagine no further than the mere 
matter which encompasses them.’ But Mr. Smith deprecates 
undue impatience, and says: ‘What are twenty-five years in 
the history of a science, a discovery, an invention? 
It is likely enough that a century or so hence our suc- 
cessors in these inquiries will smile at our methods and 
conjectures, but we shall have helped them nevertheless, and 
if they are as wise as we hope they will be, they will not 
desp'se the day of small and feeble ‘Sas al 


MEDIUMISTIC AND PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCES. 


By Ernest A. Trerkens., 


(Continued from page 469.) 


I heard of the passing over of a valued friend of mine of 
nearly thirty years’ standing. I knew him to be a thoroughly 
good man. He was a priest belonging to the High Church 
party, and had fulfilled the duties of a country parson until 
within a few years of his decease. Years ago we had had frequent 
friendly discussions about religion, but as we held diametri- 
cally opposite opinions we agreed to be silent on this subject ; 
hence we remained to the last good friends. He passed peace- 
fully away on a Friday. On the day after I had a strange and 
wonderful vision. I awoke in my dream (my spiritual eyes 
were opened) and found myself in an atmosphere of the most 
brilliant light, brighter than the radiance of the electric flame, 
more golden in colour. I was standing in a room, the walls 
of which appeared to be built of blood-red bricks, situated at 
the top of a very high but unfurnished house. The roof was 
missing, the sky overhead of a rare and beautiful blue. I saw 
some steps which evidently led from the lower part of the 
house to the room in which I stood. They were straight, 
even, and of a golden colour. I perceived an aperture in one 
of the walls and I could see in the far distance an immense 
plain covered with golden sand. The sand appeared to reach 
from the plain to the aperture. A bridge spanned a river 
which was winding along the plain. On the other side of the 
river I saw many people walking about conversing, one in 
academical clothes. Beyond, a large town with churches, 
houses, towers, and beautiful scenery near it. I stood gazing 
and wondering what all this meant, when my attention was 
attracted to a man’s leg on my left, encased in black cloth, 
the form of which seemed familiar to me. To the right the 
brick wall suddenly opened, and through the aperture I beheld 
the interior of a church and altar, but all in ruins. On the 
altar lay a beautiful white bridal veil. I walked up to the 
aperture and heard a voice say to me, ‘Not for you,’ and the 
opening closed gently. I then approached the other aperture 
in the wall and began descending over the sands towards the 

ge I saw in the distance. I then awoke. I thought over 
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round, and that every explanation of the Universe is 
utterly inadequate and that we ‘cannot know,’ what then? 
We have to choose between alternatives, that is all, and it 
is the part of wisdom to choose the best even as only a 
working hypothesis. Hence the wisdom of this sensible 


woman when she says :— 

Is not the adoption of the least desirable hypothesis just 
as absurd in the realm of religion as it would be in our social 
relations? Really, the obstinate disbeliever has no right to 
pride himself on his superior honesty. It is no more praise- 
worthy to cherish a disagreeable faith than an agreeable one, 
if both are equally possible and equally beyond the reach of 
conclusive proof. We havea right to select the faith which 

means most for life. We can honestly have a practical faith 
in God, even when theoretical difficulties remain. 


We wish we could speak highly of a small work by S. 
Gorst, sent to us for notice. It is evidently a sincere pro- 
duction, but is woefully defective, especially in the matter 


of grammar. 

The following story is well worth retelling :— 

The Reverend Canon Lynch, of St. Wilfred’s Catholic 
Church, Hulme, Manchester, some time ago gave a series of 
discourses on the dangers of Spiritualism, attacking it most 

, Sparing it neither root nor branch. I attended the 

closing one of the series, and sought an interview with the 
Canon after the discourse, which was graciously granted, 
and almost the first question that he raised was, ‘ Do Spirit- 
ualists believe in God?’ ‘Of course,’ I answered, ‘that is 
the first principle in Spiritualism, the Fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man.’ He was somewhat astonished, 
and made this admission, that he had never been to a Spirit- 
nalist séance. The Canon’s attack, therefore, like many others, 
was not made thsough personal knowledge or experience, but 
from hearsay and other written experience. We are bid to 
prove all things, and to hold fast to that which is good. Sad 
to say, it is far from being carried out, for our minds are too 
a to be made up as to what to believe and not to believe. 
r interview ended with the Canon expressing over and over 
again the very great pleasure it had given him to have a con- 
versation with one that knows something about Spiritualism. 


Have the Christlike believers in the old endless Hell 
ever thought what that would mean and must mean to 
Heaven? Have they ever wondered how they would like 
it, to be happy in Heaven with the knowledge that there 
were millions of wretched beings in Hell? Have they ever 
considered what they would do if Jesus Christ were to 
start an exodus from Heaven, to do in Hell what he did 
on earth—‘ seek and save the lost’? Have they ever come 
across such daring but such reasonable words as those of 
Dr. Momerie 1— 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD. 


On THURSDAY NEXT, OCTOBER 13TH, AT 7 P.M, 
A CONVERSAZIONE 
Of the Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance will be held 
IN THE SALON OF THE 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF BRITISH 
SUFFOLK STREET, PALL MALL EAST, S.W., 


ARTISTS, 


At which CLAIRVOYANT DESCRIPTIONS of spirit people present 
will be given by Mrs. Imison and Mrs. Podmore. 3 


Music, Social Intercourse, and Refreshments during the Evening, 


Members and AssocraTes may have tickets for themselves 
and their friendg on payment of the nominal charge of one 
shilling each : OTHER visitors two shillings each 

To facilitate the arrangements itis respectfully requested 
that Members and Associates will make early application 
Sor tickets, accompanied by remittances, to Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
Secretary, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


Meetings will also be held in the SALON or rue Roya 
Socrery or BRITISH Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, 
S.W. (near the National Gallery), on the following Thursday 
evenings :— 

Oct. 27.—Mr. A. W. Orr: ‘Proofs of Spirit Identity, includ- 
ing Evidence by “Psychic Photography.”’ 

Nov. 10.—The Rev. T. Rhondda Williams. 

Noy. 24.—Mr. A. P. Sinnett: ‘The Occult Student’s View 
of Evolution.’ 

Dec. 8.—Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore: ‘Phenomenal 
Spiritism : My Experiments with Mediums.’ 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S. LANE, W.C. 
For THE STUDY or PsycHicaL PHENOMENA, 


Crairvoyance.—On Tuesday next, October 11th, Mrs, 
Cannock will give clairvoyant descriptions, at 3 p.m., and no 
one will be admitted after that hour. Fee 1s. each to 
Members and Associates ; for friends introduced by them, 2s, 
each. October 18th, Mr. J. J. Vango. 

Psycnican SELF- CULTURE.—On Thursday, October 
20th, the first meeting of the Psychic Class, for Members and 
Associates only, will be held at 5 p.m. Addresses will be 
given by Mr, E. W. Wallis, Mr. George Spriggs, and Mr. J. A. 
Wilkins. Mr. Withall will preside. After the meeting tea 
will be provided at the Eustace Miles Restaurant, to which 
all the members of the class are invited. 

Mepiumistic Devetopment.—On Z'hursday, October 
27th, at 5 p.m., Mr. George Spriggs will conduct a Class for 
the Development of Mediumship, for Members and Associates 
only. 

FRIENDLY Inrercourse.—Members and Associates are 
invited to attend the rooms at 110,St. Martin’s-lane, on Friday 
afternoons, from 3 to 4, and to introduce friends interested 
in Spiritualism for informal conversation, the exchange of 
experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 

_ Tatks with A Srrerr Conrrot.—On Fridays, at 4 p.m, 
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A MATTER OF EVIDENCE. 


SURVIVAL: 


The President of the Society for Psychical Research, Mr. 

H. Arthur Smith, in his presidential address delivered on May 

Sth, and published in Part LXI. of the ‘ Proceedings’ of the 

Society, analysed from the legal standpoint the character and 

bearing of the evidence for survival and spirit return, as 

exemplified in the communications purporting to be from 

Frederic Myers, which have been collected and published by 

the S.P.R. He leaves the question still, to a large extent, 

open, although the difficulties which he raises (familiar ones 

for the most part) may seem exaggerated to those who look 

more at the evidences of identity presented in the communi- 

cations themselves than at the possible ways in which the 

messages can be accounted for. We might say, in fact, that 

it is one thing to discuss how automatic writing might be 

effected, and another thing to account for the strong re- 

semblance of the mentality displayed to that of Frederic 

Myers on any other supposition than that he was really their 

author. 

Mr. Smith, in summing up the previous work of the 

§.P.R., refers to ‘the demonstration of thought-transference 

among the living, for which Myers happily invented the word 

“telepathy,” and the collection of voluminous evidence which 

atleast suggests the operation of telepathy between the dead 

| and the living.’ He notes how the idea of telepathy, derided 

| at first, has become almost universally known and pretty 

| generally accepted, so that it is now used by critics ‘to cast 

| ridicule or pour scorn upon the conclusions we are endeavour- 

ing to formulate. They beat us, or try to do so; with the 

stick which we have made for them. Having jeered at tele- 

pathy as long as they dared, now that itis established in a 

simple form, they accuse us of credulity for not assuming its 

sufficiency to account for many complicated phenomena for 

which its aptitude is by no means proved, and to which its 

-application seems more than doubtful? Weare glad that 

matters have reached a point at which we can tender our sym- 
pathy to the S.P.R. in this respect. 

_ Answering the threadbare objection as to triviality or 

nt msistency in the messages received, Mr. Smith 

e limitations of the medium, even the best being 

erfect instrument, and suggests that ‘the discarnate 

suddenly find itself endowed with senses, faculties 
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ingenuity, or the invention of any of the inqnirers on this 
side, at any rate not in their supraliminal consciousness.’ 

In his conclusion, Mr. Smith illustrates by an analogy 
how short-sighted is the idea that death must necessarily 
end all. He says :— 

I have often thought that the prophecy of despair with 
which the materialist would depress us may be compared 
with the despair which might fall on an ephemeral insect who 
noted that the sun, the source of light and heat, was descend- 
ing towards the horizon. His own philosophy would tell him 
nothing of the sequence of day and night, for he has never 
seen the sun ascending. He would conclude that with the 
setting sun all life would cease. 

There is another forcible expression in this paper, which 

might be used in a different sense. Speaking of the value of 
the society’s work, Mr. Smith says: ‘ We need not elaborate 
an argument to justify our existence. We are not called upon 
to justify our existence to troglodytes. It struck us on read- 
ing these words that perhaps Myers and the others were 
thinking the very same thing with regard to the ultra- 
sceptical : ‘We are not called upon to prove our existence to 
troglodytes who can see or imagine no further than the mere 
matter which encompasses them.’ But Mr. Smith deprecates 
undue impatience, and says: ‘What are twenty-five years in 
the history of a science, a discovery, an invention? 
It is likely enough that a century or so hence our suc- 
cessors in these inquiries will smile at our methods and 
conjectures, but we shall have helped them nevertheless, and 
if they are as wise as we hope they will be, they will not 
despise the day of small and feeble hig 


MEDIUMISTIC AND PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCES. 


By Ernest A. TIETKENS. 


(Continued from page 469.) 


I heard of the passing over of a valued friend of mine of 
nearly thirty years’ standing. I knew him to be a thoroughly 
good man. He was a priest belonging to the High Church 
party, and had fulfilled the duties of a country parson until 
within a few years of his decease. Years ago we had had frequent 
friendly discussions about religion, but as we held diametri- 
cally opposite opinions we agreed to be silent on this subject ; 
hence we remained to the last good friends. He passed peace- 
fully away on a Friday. On the day after I had a strange and 
wonderful vision. I awoke in my dream (my spiritual eyes 
were opened) and found myself in an atmosphere of the most 
brilliant light, brighter than the radiance of the electric flame, 
more golden in colour. I was standing in a room, the walls 
of which appeared to be built of blood-red bricks, situated at 
the top of a very high but unfurnished house. The roof was 
missing, the sky overhead of a rare and beautiful blue. I saw 
some steps which evidently led from the lower part of the 
house to the room in which I stood. They were straight, 
even, and of a golden colour. I perceived an aperture in one 
of the walls and I could see in the far distance an immense 
plain covered with golden sand. The sand appeared to reach 
from the plain to the aperture. A bridge spanned a river 
which was winding along the plain. On the other side of the 
river I saw many people walking about conversing, one in 
academical clothes. Beyond, a large town with churches, 
houses, towers, and beautiful scenery near it. I stood gazing 
and wondering what all this meant, when my attention was 
attracted to a man’s leg on my left, encased in black cloth, 
the form of which seemed familiar to me. To the right the 
brick wall suddenly opened, and through the aperture I beheld 
the interior of a church and altar, but all in ruins. On the 
altar lay a beautiful white bridal veil. I walked up to the 
aperture and heard a voice say to me, ‘Not for you,’ and the 

closed gently. I then approached the other aperture 
in the wall and began descending over the sands towards the 
bridge I saw in the distance. I then awoke. I thought over 
the vision and awaited its elucidation. On the Sunday whilst 
in my study reflecting, I heard a voice say: ‘I never 
you in earth life, now I see things clearer. 
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Continue in your path, I find you are an altruist, it is good.’ 
On my return home on the Monday, after having attended a 
most impressive burial service for my departed friend, and 
before retiring to rest, a voice said : ‘I have conscientiously per- 
formed my duty whilst on earth, I now shall pass upwards to 
the higher spiritual spheres of life. Farewell!’ and the full 
name of my departed friend was given me. Then the key and 
solution of the vision I had received from him were furnished. 
The room open to the heavens, the emblem of a still 
unfinished life ; the height of the house, nearer heaven than 
with most men ; the even stairs, the direct path to the spiritual 
life ; the wrecked church and altar, the superstitions of priest- 
craft now thrown away ; the bridal veil, the reward of a good 
life ; the world below, the key to the highest law in life, the 
doing good to humanity, the bridge of life connecting this 
with the higher life ; the leg, a sign (my friend had a deal of 
wit and sense of humour in his character) that after all he had 
alighted on the right leg in the spiritual world. He evidently 
wished to impress me with this as a reply to our discussions in 
the past. Taken as a whole, it was a beautiful vision of a pre- 
pared life, and was given me to show that whatever religion a 
man may follow, let him but conscientiously fulfil his duty here, 
it is good and acceptable in the sight of the Almighty. 

Before waking up and regaining consciousness I see with 
my spiritual eye that Iam surrounded by many living indi- 
vidualities. They are types of people who have lived on this 
earth and who have passed away into the spiritual state unpre- 
pared for the spiritual life: they are not bad people, but those 
who are still guided by mortal tastes, propensities and loves. 
They seem happy and at peace as far as their consciences are 
concerned, but do not seem to entertain any further aspira- 
tion or feeling for the higher spiritual light or life. They 
appear to me to be dressed in their ordinary garments, black 

being the prevailing colour. On one occasion I found myself 

sitting next to one of them and was reading and explaining 
some article which had recently appeared in ‘Licut.’ One 
question I distinctly remember being put to me, ‘Who and 
what is the Devil?’ TIreplied, looking round at the assembled 
forms, ‘There are many devils in the world in human guise,’ 
and then I awoke. Once before the same night I hada vision 
of a similar kind, but the faces were different. Can this be 
a means of utilising a medium’s spirit to help to raise the 
earth-bound spirits—preaching to them in prison, so to say ? 
dabelions tia her mess placed near me at night, or that my 
o them for some good purpose, for Nature, 
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were going to strangle her, and nearly frightened her into fits 
I expect this was done to give her a warning and fright, be 
cause she was a very self-willed woman, and would live her own 
life, away from her husband, although he attended her parties 
to give a certain sanction to her goings on ; but after a time 
he ceased being present, and left her, as her conduct was not 
desirable in his eyes. I was in this case made use of for a 
good and wise purpose. 

I had a most distinct vision, one night, of the late Mr. J, 
Burns, the Editor of the ‘ Medium.’ 

I saw him looking down at me and smiling. At the same 
moment I heard the words, ‘It Burns’—meaning to say ‘It 
is Burns,’ but also a witty allusion to his name and hell fire, 
one of the religious myths, which he appeared not to have met 
with, as he looked quite cheerful, contented, and peaceful. 

One night I looked upwards and saw a bright star, which 
seemed rapidly descending earthward from the sky. Therein 
I distinguished, as it came nearer to me, a golden human 
form (very similar to the star of light I have described in the 
poem, p. 20, ‘The Heavenly Link,’ when I saw Cowper, the 
poet). It approached my door. I then recognised the face of 
my late friend, Dr. ——, the headmaster of a well-known 
public school who had recently passed over to the spirit world. 
Not feeling quite certain, and fearing that I might have been 

mistaken, I refrained from writing to his sister, who was 
grieving over the loss of her brother. The following night I 
saw him standing distinctly and clearly defined near me inmy 
room, somewhat resembling his normal physical form and 
dress whilst in the flesh, but beautified. He said, ‘You are 
an honest man’ and disappeared. I called on his sister and 
gave her full particulars, as I felt certain I had seen her 
brother’s spirit bright and happy. ‘This news relieved her 
from anxiety and grief. 

(To be continued.) 


IS THERE ‘A GULF FIXED’? 


The parable of Dives and Lazarus is frequently employed 
by those who are antagonistic towards Spiritualism, as though 
it were a condemnation of the practice of holding communion 
with the departed. This, however, is an entire misinter- 
pretation of the parable, which was manifestly directed 
against the class of whom Dives was the representative. We 
are not now concerned with this aspect of the story, but it 
is one that must not be lost sight of, for it has a distinct 
bearing on that part of it which relates to the after-death 
experiences of the main characters in the little drama. 

Lazarus died, and ‘was carried away by the angels [mes- 
senger spirits] into Abraham’s bosom ’—a clear admission that 
earth-dwellers are accompanied by attendant spirit people. 


_ The rich man died, and in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being 


in torment, and seeing Abraham afar off and Lizaras in his 
bosom, he cried for mercy, and, as though he had but to ask 
D be obeyed, requested that Lazarus should be sent to re- 
his ee Abraham's reply to this selfish appeal 
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fixed ‘between us and you’ (7.¢., between Lazarus and himself 
and Dives), and ‘that they which would pass from hence to you 
may not be able, and that none may cross over from thence to 
us’ The gulf, therefore, was between the different states, or 
planes, occupied by the two classes of spirits, but it was not 
so broad that Dives could not see Abraham and speak to him. 
Spiritualism has proved that the gulf between the spheres in the 
beyond is not impassable,save only while there is no true repent- 
ance, no real spiritual awakening. Dives, apparently, had not 
reached that stage; he did not seem to realise that he had 
lost his power and must learn to minister instead of being 
ministered unto as of old. 

But, evidently, there was some goodness, even in the sel- 
fish rich man, and his sufferings were making him sympathetic, 
for he humbly asks that Lazarus may be sent to his brethren 
on earth to tell them of his fate, so that they may take warn- 
ing and be saved from going to the same place of torment. 
This kindly request on the part of Dives is not refused by 
Abraham : he does not say it is not permissible, he does not 
say that there is a gulf fixed which renders it impossible 
for spirits to visit the earth, or that they cannot communi- 
cate ; indeed, by putting the request into the mouth of Dives, 
the teller of the parable practically admits not only the possi- 
bility, but indicates the prevalent belief in the reality of such 
spirit intercourse. Abraham only replies : ‘They have Moses 
and the prophets ; let them hear them’—a purely Jewish 
idea, But Dives, forgetting his own parlous state, unselfishly 

_ and earnestly pleads once more on behalf of his earth 
friends ; ‘Nay, father Abraham, but if one go to them from 
the dead they will repent.’ Abraham does not deny that 
one from the dead might go to them, but he does point out 
that if they will not hear or learn from Moses and the pro- 
phets—who all proclaimed the presence and power of teach- 
ing and directing spirits, and who were themselves recipients 
of continual manifestations from their spirit guides—‘ neither 
will they be persuaded if one rise from the dead.’ 

= That Abraham, or the teller of the parable, was a shrewd 

humanity, and doubtless spoke from much observa- 
perience, is clearly demonstrated by the scepticism 
iritual things which prevails to-day—even among 

“not only ‘have Moses and the prophets,’ but 

he apostles in addition, and who think that they 
the Biblical records of the voices, visions, signs 
healings and inspirations, spirit appearances and 

d yet decline to admit the possibility of spirit 

. They imagine that they believe the records of 
manifestations of Jesus himself after his death, 

believe in Spiritualism, which is based on 
tions in these days ; and therefore it is as 
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THE RESURRECTION BODY. 


An article in the ‘ Expository Times’ for September (edited 
by Dr. Hastings, and therefore conservative rather than 
destructive in its criticism), may serve to show towards what 
quarter the wind is veering in ecclesiastical circles. The 
article is by the Rev. J. M. Shaw, M.A., of Logiepert, and is 
entitled ‘The Visibility of our Lord’s Resurrection Body.’ 
After referring to the objections which have been raised as to 
the character of the evidence, and some apparent contradic- 
tions and difficulties, he deduces from the narrative: 1, That 
the resurrection body was identical or continuous with the 
crucified body; 2, that the former earthly conditions were 
transcended : matter was no longer an obstacle; 3, that on 
several occasions it was not at first recognised, and continues :— 


From all which it is evident that the resurrection body, 
whatever it was, was not simply the former natural body 
‘re-animated’ or ‘ resuscitated’ and restored to the former 
conditions of existence. It was changed and adapted to a 
new and higher form of existence. A veritable body it was 
—no phantasmal or ghostly apparition—the same body, indeed, 
that was crucified, but now, it would seem, partaking of a more 
ethereal character, existing, in Origen’s words, in a form ‘as 
it were intermediate between the gross corporeality of the 
body before the passion and the state of the soul when desti- 
tute of such a body.’ 

Then Mr. Shaw goes on to set forth Paul’s conception of 
a ‘spiritual body,’ and says that the identity between the old 
body and the new lay rather in the continuity and perman- 
ence of the ‘spirit’ or ‘ germinative principle’ which gives the 
law of its constitution and moulds or fashions the body so as 
to make it the fitting vehicle of its manifestation. The 
spiritual body was a more perfect vehicle and expression of 
spirit than the earthly material body. He then makes the 
following suggestion :— 

Now, if ‘spiritual things are spiritually discerned,’ may it 
not reasonably be held that the risen ‘spiritual’ body of Christ 
was invisible to the mere natural eye of sense apart from an 
inward spiritual susceptibility? Even if we grant that the 
visible and tangible manifestations of the risen Christ were 
essentially temporary in character, were not these manifesta- 
tions in part spiritually conditioned ? 

There would have been no real purpose in the appearance 
of Jesus to unbelievers, and Mr. Shaw thinks that this might 
have been impossible. Paul was capable of seeing Jesus on 
the road to Damascus ; his companions were not, ‘for only in 
him did the inward combine with the outward, the spiritual 
with the sensible, to effect a real “appearance ” of the risen 
Christ.’ Mr. Shaw concludes by asking :— 

Is it not a fair inference, then, from the facts adduced, that 
the body of the risen Christ as ‘ spiritual’ was inaccessible to 
the senses of all but those possessed of a certain inward spiritual 
receptiveness? His outward manifestation of himself, in 
short, to men, if a revelation on his part, wasalsoa discovery 
on their part. The restriction to believers of the recorded 
appearances of the risen Christ, so far from being a ground of 
objection to the Evangelic narratives—as it has been made 
from Celsus downwards—becomes rather an additional cor- 
roboration and attestation of their historical trustworthiness. 


Tn other words, only those who had to some extent developed 
the clairvoyant faculty were able to see the ‘spiritual’ body 
worn by Jesus when he made himself visible. This is a great 
advance on the old idea of a ‘resuscitated’ physical body, 
which seems in early times to have been the exoteric teaching 
for those who could only understand the resurrection in this 
material form, but Origen and other early fathers seem to speak 
another language,though one that needs translating into modern 
speech. In short, it seems to be recognised that a psychic 
element must be postulated in order to harmonise and explain 
the events recorded. None the less, some of the incidents 
narrated seem to point to what we now know as a materialisa- 
tion, though this may not have been the case in every instance. 

NEPHESH. 


WE would remind readers of ‘ Ligur’ who desire to become 
or Associates of the London Spiritualist Alliance 
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Gone Pome. 


It is not altogether with grief that * LIGHT’ has to bid 
farewell to the fertile brain, the resolute will, and the 
steadfast band that projected it, and guided its destinies for 
so many years. Another labourer has retired from the 
field and gone home: another good soldier has won pro- 
motion : another active explorer has found 

-ai Fresh woods and pastures new. 


As Walt Whitman said, We do not commiserate, we con- 
gratulate him. A little while ago he was the object of our 
pained solicitude ; he is now almost the object of our envy. 
Truly with him, ‘to die is gain.’ 

Are we not entitled to say that such a character and 
such a life are of value as in themselves an argument in 
favour of continued existence? First, because it really 
seems unnatural and utterly wasteful that such a person- 

F ality, developed and ripened here at such cost, should end 

in nothingness and evaporate like a dew or a dream ; and 
second because, if testimony is of any value, and if character 
gives weight to testimony, one may reasonably accept his 
character and life as evidence to some extent in favour of 
the testimony he stedfastly maintained. 

It is the simple truth to say that he had all the real, 
if not all the showy, values ; shrewd sense, habits of careful 
observation, a balanced judgment, calm self-restraint, per- 
fect honesty and an exacting and absolutely fearless love 
of truth, all blended and sustained by as sturdy a specimen 
of the upright mind as God ever made. 

In these days of cheap materialism, of trivial super- 
ficiality, of flimsy love of pleasure, it is good to think of 
such men as in themselves arguments for the faith that is 
in them, and for the certainty of the things they testified 
as true. 


HYPNOTISM AND SUGGESTION. 


Dr. Bernard Hollanders book on ‘Hypnotism and 
Suggestion; in Daily Life, Education, and Medical Practice’ 
(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons) deserves careful con- 
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spirited advertiser of Pears’ Soap, suggesters swarm, W 
is Fashion but permanent suggestion? Dr. Hollander lead 
out this awe-inspiring mystery and presents it as a perfecti 
homely common-place. The art of advertising, he ë 
depends almost entirely upon its power of suggestion, The 
advertiser may simply make a bold assertion and repeat it 
daily, thus suggesting by repetition that the statement is, 
fact. Or else he endeavours to catch the sceptic, the may 
or woman who craves for reasons, and thereupon he 
supplies them. Thus, says Dr. Hollander, a manufacture, 
of shoe-blacking advises us to buy his stuff because *(1) J, 
is the best ; (2) It is the cheapest ; (3) It is the blackest. 
(4) It lasts longest ; (5) It is most easily applied; and (6) 
It encourages home industry.’ “All excellent and good 
reasons for supporting the manufacturer in his noble and 
philanthropic mission of accumulating a large fortune’ 
All Suggestion is only a variant of this. From blacking to 
bishops it is all a question of ability to act upon the 
emotions or the mind. 

The same thing is true of Telepathy, which is far more 
common than most people suppose. Thought-transference 
or telepathic communication, says Dr. Hollander, is just as 
much a suggestion to the subjective mind as is oral speech. 
It is, in fact, the normal means of communication between 
subjective minds, and there is every reason for believing 
that we do habitually so communicate with one another 
without objectively knowing it. Dr. Hollander gives some 
hints as to the modus operandi with which our readers are 
familiar, but we are sorry he uses the word ‘hallucination’ 
in the misleading Psychical Research sense. 

He surrenders to the oft-disputed doctrine that 
telepathic action is the action of nerve force or brain waves 
and says plainly, ‘There is something—some kind of force 
—that is generated, and then passed from one mind to 
another, conveying mental states and even thoughts. The 
probability is that our psychical force creates a movementin 
the ether (as wireless telegraphy does) and becomes percep- 
tible to brains in harmony with our own.’ This traus- 
mitted movement can, he maintains, create pictures or 
thrills which create pictures, and pictures or thrills which 
can inhere in rooms and walls and remain there for a 
length of time, according to circumstances. 

The chapters on ‘Extraordinary Phenomena,’ ‘ Clair- 
voyance,’ ‘Thought-transference’ and ‘Apparitions’ are of 
absorbing interest although Dr. Hollander’s experiences 
have been very limited. Their value consists in the un- 
usual lucidity and simplicity of their treatment of such 
disputed topics. That, judging from his book, is the best 
of Dr. Hollander. He is so refreshingly cool ; so delight- 
fully simple. You cannot frighten him with your ghosts, 
you cannot thrill him with your raptures, you cannot vex 
him with your credulity. ‘If things are so, they are so,’ 
he seems to say. ‘Let us look into them.’ He dates from 

hae 
r on ‘Clairvoyance’ is specially noticeable 
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who, under perfect test conditions in private, gave con- 
vinoing proofs of thought-transference, but completely 
broke down at a public trial when not a single item on the 
programme succeeded. He says, in explaining this, ‘She 
knew not why. But the answer is simple. There were no 
thoughts to transfer, the audience had come, not “to 
work,” by concentrating their thoughts on what she was to 
do, but they came to be entertained,’ and quite likely they 
came to chaff. This has wide application. Of course, it 
looks suspicious to declare that disbelief and want of sym- 
pathy may prevent results (though they do not always 
prevent them), but we must go on maintaining that for 
good results nothing helps like sympathy and an open 
mind: and sympathy and an open mind are perfectly com- 
patible with keen attention and open eyes. 

The important subject of the possible evil use of 
hypnotism is dealt with in this book, both in the Preface 
and in the body of the work, but, unfortunately, with a 
certain amount of contradiction. In the Preface we are 
warned that hypnotism can be employed by ‘criminal’ 
hypnotists to further their own ends—that it can be 
“practised secretly by immoral and criminal characters,’ 
but a chapter on ‘The Dangers of Hypnotism’ begins with 
the reassuring remark that he has ‘never found that a sub- 
ject goes contrary to his natural character.’ ‘If a subject 
isan immoral or criminal character, he might follow the 
suggestions of an immoral or criminal hypnotist.’ What 
follows probably is that a latent tendency to wrong-doing 
might be worked upon with evil results, This being so, Dr. 
Hollander, still seeing the possibility of mischief, strongly 
recommends that no one should be subjected to the treat- 
ment of hypnotism except by a qualified physician and then 
only in the presence of a third person, relative or friend. 


TRANSITION OF MR. E. DAWSON ROGERS. 


On Wednesday afternoon, September 28th, Mr. Edmund 
Dawson Rogers passed to spirit life, in his eighty-eighth 
yean, at his home at Finchley. While retaining his fine 
intellectual vigour almost to the end of his long and active 
if, our revered friend began to show signs of physical 


tim ha ee from eczema. Latterly, how- 
sufferings diminished, and the end came Sane 
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the London Spiritualist Alliance, of which for the last 
eighteen years he was the honoured president. 

The chief promoter of ‘ Licut,’ which was commenced 
in 1881, he had the business control of this paper from 
the first, and in 1894 he became the Editor, which position 
he retained until increasing infirmities compelled him 
to retire. 

The Psychical Research Society resulted from a sug- 
gestion which Mr, Rogers made to Professor Barrett in 
the course of a friendly conversation while the Professor 
was his guest at Finchley. On August 7th, 1903, his 
eightieth birthday, he was privately presented with a 
beautifully illuminated Address, handsomely bound with a 
morocco cover, and bearing upwards of eleven hundred 
signatures appended by Spiritualists and the friends of 
psychical science in many parts of the world, as a token of 
appreciation of his able and successful conduct of ‘ Ligur, 
and of his many valuable services in the cause of Spirit- 
ualism. In many ways, quietly and unobtrusively, he 
exerted a powerful and a salutary influence, both inside 
and outside the movement, and of him it may be said 
with truth that he was 

One who never turned his back,but marched breast forward, 

Never doubted clouds would break ; 

Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would 

triumph ; 

Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

Sleep to wake. 

We purpose making our next issue a Memorial Number, 
and in it we shall give, as a supplement, a photographic 
reproduction, on plate paper, of the portrait of Mr. 
Rogers which was painted by the late James Archer, 
R S.A., and presented by him to the London Spiritualist 
Alliance. At the time that it was painted by Mr. Archer, 
in 1901, the portrait of our dear friend did not appear 
quite satisfactory, but the artist was right, prophetically 
right, for as time passed Mr. Rogers grew to look more 
and more like the picture, and it became truly a speaking 
likeness. 

A desire having been expressed by some of the many 
friends of Mr. Rogers to have an account of his life and 
experiences in a connected form, he was prevailed upon, 
while he was yet in comparatively good health—not, it may 
be said, without much characteristic reluctance—to talk 
about himself to Mr. David Gow for publication. 

The notes, which will be given in the next and subse- 
quent issues of ‘LIGHT, are the outcome of a series of 
interviews. For the sake of brevity most of the ‘leading: 
questions’ have been omitted, but the information given 
in reply is throughout almost entirely in Mr. Rogers’ own 
words, thus constituting a sort of autobiography. 

It goes without saying that had Mr. Rogers dealt with 
his experiences in Spiritualism to any extensive degree, 
many columns could have been filled. The design, however, 
was to obtain the story of his life generally ; although his 
Spiritualism had naturally to take a prominent part in the 
narrative, it has been purposely made a strictly limited 
one, more paasa as ‘ Licut’ and other papers have on 
sions contained Mr. Rogers’ testimony concern- 
gs he has witnessed in the séance room. 
s, for the sake of those who may not have seen 
ives, a few of them will be printed at the end 
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Spiritualists, and neighbours. The service in the chapel 
was conducted by the Rev. John Page Hopps, for many 
years a close personal friend, who paid a high and fitting 
tribute to his old comrade, which we shall print in full in 
our next issue. At the graveside, Mr. E. W. Wallis, who 
spoke with considerable difficulty, said: Friends, we have 
now rendered the last service that love can render 
to the mortal form of one whom we loved. We re- 
turn to mother Nature the body which served him 
so well for so many years, and we offer these flowers, 
the flowers which he so much prized (here the speaker 
dropped a small handful of flowers into the grave), as tokens 
of our affection and our appreciation of his brave spirit. 
After upwards of ten years of almost daily intimate and 
helpful companionship, my feelings will not let me say 
what I should like as a tribute to my more than friend. 
But I never stand beside an open grave without feeling, 
_ ‘Thank God for Spiritualism—for the strength and com- 
fort derived from the knowledge of the presence and com- 
panionship of the departed.’ 
p inuing, Mr. Wallis said that it was good to feel 
= certain that the beloved friend who had left the poor tired 
body behind was truly alive, himself, and that he was really 
= present in spirit—in possession of his spirit body which 
during the weary months of waiting had been surely pre- 
pared for him—and that he was conscious, active and 
happy in the company of his loved ones, and of his old 
friends and co-workers who had doubtless happily welcomed 
him home on the other side. His life of loyal and devoted 
service to truth and spiritual advancement was an inspira- 
tion to others to work on bravely and be faithful to the 
end here, strong in the knowledge that death is but the 
gateway into a larger, fuller and richer life beyond. 

In addition to Miss Rogers, Mr. Dawson Rogers, Mr. 
and Mrs, H. Withall, Mr. and Mrs. F. Withall and the 
Misses Withall, we noticed among those present, Mrs. 
Finlay and Mrs. Lucking, of the Council of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance ; Mr, J. B. Shipley, assistant Editor of 
‘Liur’ ; Miss Hawes, Miss H. A. Dallas, Mr. W. T. Cooper, 
president of the Marylebone Association of Spiritualists ; 
Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn and Mr. G. F. Tilby, president and 
secretary of the London Union of Spiritualists; Mrs. 
Quelch, Miss Sainsbury, Mr. A. and Miss Leggatt, Mr. T. 
Blyton, Mr. T. Heywood, Dr. B. Heywood ; Mr. J. Reburn 
(manager), Mr.C. A. Playford, Mr. G. Ferguson and Mr. Ser- 
vante, of the National Press Agency ; Mr. B. D. Godfrey 
and Mr, F. South, of the London Spiritualist Alliance and 
‘Licut’; Mrs. Godfrey, Mrs. South, Miss Shoults, Mr. 
R. E. Thomas, Mr. and Mrs, J. S. Webb, Mr. T. L. Rix, 
and Mr. H. Belstead. 
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started under Mr. Rogers’ management the first daily paper 
in Norwich—the ‘Eastern Daily Press.’ The National Press 
Agency, too, was established by him in 1873 in Shoe-lane. 
In his early days in London, Mr. Rogers was associated 
with Mr. William Saunders, the founder of the Central 
News, and assisted him in producing a weekly paper, the 
‘Circle’ ; and subsequently on his own account the ‘Tenant 
Farmer’ and the ‘ Free Speaker.’ 

_ Mr. Rogers was a man of varied ideas. For many years 
his attention was engaged in the study of the occult, and 
he founded a newspaper devoted to the interests of Spirit- 
ualists, under the title of ‘ Licnr, which for many years 
he edited in conjunction with the Rev. Stainton Moses. At 
the age of seventy he retired to his home at Finchley, where 
he continued to edit the journal devoted to psychic research, 
Mr. Rogers was for many years president of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance. 


CURIOUS CUSTOMS OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 


George Catlin, in his letters and notes on the manners, 
customs and conditions of the wild tribes of red men in 
America before they were demoralised and corrupted by the 
advent of the white man, mentions some curious burial cus- 
toms of the Mandans—the ‘ people of the pheasants’ of the 
Upper Missouri—‘ the kind and gentlemanly Mandans,’ as he 
calls them. Mr. Catlin says that the dead were dressed in 
their best attire, tightly wrapped up in fresh buffalo skins and 
bound with thongs from head to foot, and placed on slight 
scaffolds just above the reach of human hands, and out of the 
way of wild animals. Hundreds of such scaffolds together 
formed a village in which their ‘dead lived,’ as they termed it. 
Continuing, he says :— 

When the scaffolds on which the bodies rest, decay and fall 
to the ground, the nearest relations, having buried the rest of 
the bones, take the skulls which are perfectly bleached and 
purified, and place them in circles of a hundred or more on the 
prairie—placed at equal distances apart (some eight or nine 
inches from each other), with the faces all looking to the ceutre, 
where they are religiously protected and preserved in their 
precise positions from year to year as objects of religious and 
affectionate veneration. Every one of these skulls is 
placed upon a bunch of wild sage. . The wife knows by 
some mark or resemblance the skull of her husband or her 
child, and there seldom passes a day that she does not visit 
it, with a dish of the best cooked food that her wigwam affords, 
which she sets before the skull at night and returns for the dish 
in the morning. And when the sage decays a fresh bunch is 
cut and placed under it. 

Independent of the above-named duties, which draw the 
women to the spot, they visit it from inclination, and linger 
upon it to hold converse and company with the dead. There 
is scarcely an hour in a pleasant day, but more or less of the 
women may be seen sitting or lying by the skull of their 
child or husband, talking to it in the most pleasant and en- 
dearing language that they can use, as they were wont to do 
in former days, and seemingly getting an answer back. It is 
not unfrequently the case that the woman brings her needle- 
work with her, spending the greater part of the day sitting by 
the side of the s of her child, chatting incessantly with it 
while she is embroidering or garnishing a pair of mocassins, 
and perhaps, overcome with fatigue, falls asleep, with her 
arms encircled around it, forgetting herself for hours. 


Mr. Catlin, who spent eight years with the wild tribes 
g years 1832-39 studying their manners and paint- 
rai y of the chief personages, speaks of 
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dug up on the prairie. Something for vegetarians to con- 
sider! Mr. Catlin on one occasion questioned a Sioux chief 
about their customs and habits, and after he had finished, the 
chief asked him some telling questions, amongst which was the 
following : He had heard from several white * medicine-men’ 
thut the Great Spirit of the white people was the child of a 
white woman, and that he was at last put to death by the 
pale faces. This seemed to be a thing that he had not been 
able to comprehend, and he concluded by saying: ‘The 
Indian Great Spirit got no mother ; the Indian no kill him ; 
he never die.’ 

The upshot was that Mr. Catlin was glad to shut up his 
note-book and quietly escape from the throng of Indians 
around him, as many of the women were laughing at him. 


A. K., VENNING. 


THE TOMSON ‘CABINET PERFORMANCE.’ 


In ‘Lieu,’ page 474, we printed a noteworthy letter 
written by Sir Hiram Maxim in reply to Mr. A. P. Sinnett 
with reference to the Tomsons’ ‘Cabinet Performance.’ 

Sir Hiram Maxim’s attitude is frankly that of the average 
man who does not believe in spirit beings, or any so-called 
supernatural agencies. He holds that as there were neither 
flowers nor snake in the cabinet, nor on the outside of Mrs. 
Tomson’s clothes when she entered the cabinet, therefore 
‘they must have been concealed inside of Mrs. Tomson’s 
clothing —but that is assuming as settled the very point that 
the séance was held to determine—viz., whether flowers or 
any other article could be introduced into the cabinet by 
‘psychic’ means—or spirit power. It is evident also that Sir 
Hiram does not understand Mr. Sinnett’s position when he 
says: ‘I take it that he believes that Mrs. Tomson is able to 
manufacture live snakes,’ &c. Of course Mr. Sinnett does 
not believe anything of the kind, but the main facts are now 
before our readers, and they should not be lost sight of, or 
obscured by the fact that Sir Hiram and Mr. Sinnett regard 
them from different view-points. 

There is no dispute about the presence in the cabinet of 
the snake and the broken flowers. There is no dispute about 
the fact that there was a hole torn in the chiffon hood which 
had been securely fastened over Mrs. Tomson’s head. The 
test séance was held to ascertain whether the apports were due 
to spirit agency. The tests employed were designed to pre- 
clude any action on the part of Mrs, Tomson, and for this 
purpose they were ingenious and thorough. That stringent 
tests should be employed was made all the more necessary by 


on fact that the Tomsons had been performing in public under 
Al 


ions which, psychically speaking, were most unfavourable 
o the production of genuine phenomena—yet they never 
he logical inference being that they were clever enough 
the results by mundane means. 
m Maxim states that Mrs. Tomson admitted that 
the snake concealed on her person, that the ladies 
indressed her discovered flowers inside the tights, that 
“a complete track of where the flowers had come 
managed to pull them out around the neck,’ 
was a hole in the chiffon hood through which 
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Whether Mr. and Mrs, Tomson deny or affirm medium- 
ship is equally a matter of dispute. They appear to wish 
Spiritualists to accept them, and a number of Spiritualists 
regard Mrs. Tomson asa medium ; but Sir Hiram Maxim says 
that they both assured him that they were ‘ not mediums, not 
even Spiritualists.’ We must leave it at that. No doubt our 
readers will form their own conclusions. The fact that apports 
at séances have been introduced by spirit agency is established 
beyond doubt, quite apart from the success or failure of this 
particular experiment. 


JOTTINGS. 


Judging by the increasing attendances at the Spiritualist 
Sunday services, there isa wave of interest in Spiritualism and 
an awakening of desire to know the truth respecting it. We 
believe that the coming winter will bean important one in the 
history of our movement. There is every probability that the 
work of the London Spiritualist Alliance will prosper even 
more than it has done in the past, and every effort possible 
will be made to increase its usefulness. The Conversazione 
on the 13th inst. promises to be a great success. 


The spirit of intolerance and persecution is not dead yet, 
for at a meeting of the English Church Union at Cambridge 
on September 26th last, the Rev. William-Crouch advised the 
meeting to ostracise everybody who went through the form of 
marriage with a divorced person or a deceased wife’s sister. 
‘Cut them dead,’ said he, ‘ and have nothing to do with them.’ 
‘Alas for the rarity of Christian charity !’ 


‘The present way—the way of sin and misery—the way of 
discipline—may be the only way of creating man as a living 
soul. By use and training the athlete is evolved ; by grappling 
with difficulties the business man is made keen, experienced, 
and alert ; it is the misery of sin that produces the saint ; and 
it may be the march through hell that will bring every one 
home, and gratefully home, to heaven. Here is our real 
answer to the custodians of the old creeds which manipulated 
God as an arbitrary personal Being external to the universe 
and man, who could doto both anything He willed. Those 
old beliefs loomed up out of man’s ignorance or fear, and they 


will be dissipated by man’s knowledge and trust’— The 
Coming Day.’ 


The ‘ Nottingham Guardian,’ of the Ist inst., in a report of 
a speech by the Bishop of Southwell at a tea party in the 
grounds of Bunny Hall, lent by Dr. Cordeux, states that the 
Bishop said that ‘personally, he would rather have his body 
thrown into one of the farmer’s ditches than have it buried in 
an unconsecrated, unhallowed, or un-Godly modern cemetery.’ 
It seems incredible that this unbrotherly sentiment could be 
expressed by a Bishop, at a meeting at which he had previ- 
ously said that ‘it was a grand thing to see two villages 
brought together in one big company. What they wanted to 
promote in England was friendship and brotherhood.’ Surely 
this is an illustration of ‘ how not to do it.’ 


Reincarnation as a belief, whether true or not, as a rule 
does nobody any harm ; but when pushed to extremes in the 
way of practical application, it may lead to some curious 
situations. What, for instance, is to happen when a Dalai 
Lama is deposed? We learn from the ‘ Daily News’ that it 
has been officially decided that a bad Dalai Lama could not 
be the true incarnation, and that another one must be sought 
and found. Again, a high Tibetan dignitary, who was also 

malified for immediate reincarnation, and who had been 
capitated and his wealth confiscated by the deposed Dalai 
Lama, has been declared by a Chinese Imperial decree to have 
been accused without foundation, and to be ‘entitled to re- 
embodiment.’ On his accepting this invitation, or command, 
were it may be, his titles and property will be restored 


It is noteworthy that both Mr. W. Stainton Moses 
and Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, who were associated in the pro- 
duction and editorship of ‘ LIGHT, passed to spirit life in the 
month of September—the former on the 5th, 1892, and the 
latter on the 28th, eighteen years later, and that Mrs. Rogers 

away in May of the same year as Mr. Moses. Another 
nce worthy of notice is the fact that Colonel John C. 
‘Editor of the ‘Religio-Philosophical Journal,’ of 
I, U.S.A., away about a month earlier than 
s, and that Mr. J. ait, who was associated 
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with Colonel Bundy, and afterwards published and edited 
“The Progressive Thinker,’ of Chicago, preceded Mr, Rogers 
in his entrance to spirit life by about six months, 


‘Is Telepathy the Key to Spiritualism ?’ is the title of 
Mr. C. Callaway’s review in ‘ The Literary Guide’ for October 
of Mr. Podmore’s last book, which the reviewer regards as ‘a 
fitting crown to his life-work.’ Dealing with Mr. Podmore’s 
assertion that Home ‘dictated the conditions,’ Mr. Callaway 
points out that Sir William Crookes ‘himself prepared the 
apparatus for testing Home's claim to exert force without 
contact, and conducted every stage of the experiment,’ and 
remarks : ‘If he was not competent to do this with accuracy, 
it is singular that he should fave acquired his high reputa- 
tion as an experimentalist. Mr. Podmore does little to re- 
lieve our perplexity.’ But since Mr. Podmore misrepresents 
the facts, why be perplexed ? 


_ Referring to the ‘cross-correspondences,’ Mr. Callaway 
Oe ‘From a study of numerous examples, Mr. Podmore 
that, if post-mortem agency were not proved, it was 
necessary to “assume the action of living minds upon one 
another of an unprecedented kind.” The “Lethe” incident 
is selected as giving the strongest evidence for the Spiritual- 
istic hypothesis. . . Mr. Podmore believes that “if evidence 
of this kind were multiplied, the presumption of the reality 
of spirit communication might at length become irresistible.” 
. . In the judgment of Mr. Podmore,’ says Mr. Callaway, 
‘the prolonged labour of many observers has been fruitful 
on any hypothesis. If spirit survival is not established, yet 
telepathy is proved.’ If by ‘telepathy’ is meant thought- 
transference between mind and mind, even though one be 
discarnate, then we agree that telepathy is the key to Spirit- 
nalism—but if only ‘the action of living minds upon one 
another’ is meant, then we decline to accept it as adequate to 
account for all the observed facts—even though it be stretched 
to an ‘unprecedented’ extent. 


Now that the reading season is here once more, we want 
the readers of ‘Lian’ to co-operate with us and help us to 
double our circulation, and thus to increase our usefulness. 
We cannot put ‘Licur’ on the bookstalls on sale or return, 
neither can we bear the enormous cost of advertising it in the 
newspapers or on the hoardings ; but we believe that there is, 
perhaps, one ina hundred of the great mass of people who is 
ready for and would be helped by ‘Licnr’ if only it could be 
brought to the notice of that one, If you know anyone who 
is ‘on the verge,’ will you not send us his (or her) name and 
address, so that we can post a specimen copy to hin? You 
may, do him an immense service—both for this world and the 
next, 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
The Editor is not re ible for the opinions sed 
ts, Bis prt publishes what he does 2 
ree with for the purpose of presenting views which may 
icit discussion. 


A Dream Problem. 
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fully expecting and mentally assisting the manifestation 
of an animal, bird, or invertebrate. After clenching my 
right hand, and again experiencing the sensation of a 
substance evolving therefrom, I expressed utter regret upon 
opening my hand at producing an egg. My dream com. 
panions, on seeing the production, were astonished, and T, 
regretting not having produced ‘life,’ only realised that | 
had done so after studying the facial expressions of my 
dream companions. May I be allowed to fix my point 
to substantiate the conclusion previously penned? How 
could my dream mentality, sub-consciousness, or sub. 
liminal-self, psychologically create ‘life’ inherent in the egg, 
when I was expecting, and assisting by thought power, some 
totally different form of ‘life’? and furthermore, when I had 
produced life in form, I was not aware of the fact until I 
examined my thoughts after reading the surprise expressed 
by my dream companions, Subliminal! I am guilty ; but 
will a student of psychology assert that the unconscious 
production of inherent egg life in dreamland is the result of 
a secondary state of sub-consciousness, bearing in mind the 
theory that the dream state is the sub-mental state? I 
am troubled for a solution of the problem, which I state 
seriously ; and until I am influenced by a more probable 
theory, I hold that the production of life in the form of an 
egg was the influence or result of a separate intelligence 
endeavouring to convey to me by the ‘collective dream 
thought’ the possible aberration of my mind or thinking 
power in relation to the survival of man.—Yours, &c., 


A.Y.W. 


Mr. Sinnett’s Reply to Sir Hiram Maxim. 

Sir,—Sir Hiram Maxim’s reply in ‘Lian,’ of the Ist 
inst., is based on his assumption that it is absurd to suppose 
that tangible objects can be ‘apported’ at a séance by super- 
physical agency. As millions of Spiritualists all over the 
world know that such phenomena are of frequent occurrence, 
one can only wonder at the ccndition of the ‘ brain’ that re- 
jects the overwhelming evidence to that effect, and which, at 
the same time, accepts the grotesque hypothesis that a big, live 
snake was concealed under tights, so that the young ladies 
engaged in finally sewing up the skin-like garment (of which 
Sir Hiram gives us an illustration in his article) did not 
observe it. 

I never suggested that Mrs. Tomson was ‘able to manufac- 
ture’ anything. Sir Hiram does not seem quite to understand 
the meaning of the term ‘mediumsbip. For the rest, all 
that Sir Hiram says about the ‘admissions’ of Mr. and Mrs, 
Tomson is flatly denied b, the persons in question, Your 
readers must choose whom to believe.— Yours, &c., 

A. P. SINNETT. 


The International Club for Psychical Research, 


Sır, —In view of a communication which appears on p. 439 
of ‘Lieut,’ it may, perhaps, prevent unjustifiable statements 
from being made and suspicion from falling in wrong 
quarters if I clear up one or two points with regard to the 
origin and formation of the club.” 

In July, 1909, the proprietor of the ‘Annals’ and origi- 
nator of the club scheme sold her interest in both concerns to 
a certain company, by which the A.P.S. Company, Ltd., was 
afterwards formed to become proprietors and publishers of 
the ‘Annals.’ I myself was certainly under the impression 
until after formation that the last-named company was to 
take over the club as well as the magazine, but found, after 
letters had gone out on ‘Annals’ paper, that it was the 
intention of be romoters to retain the club in their own 
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A Séance with the Tomsons. 

Sirn,—Having read so many criticisms in various journals 
respecting the manifestations obtained through the Tomsons 
Mr. Andrew Glendinning, one of the fathers of Spiritualism 
in Great Britain and one who has liberally and conscientiously 
supported all phases of mediumship and held materialising 
séances regularly both with private and professional mediums, 
desired the writer to try and arrange a séance to be held at 
his (Mr. Glendinning’s) residence. It was a kindly action and 
especially appreciated, as owing to the doubt thrown upon 
the manifestations, some engagements had been cancelled, and 
the family were passing through sad and anxious times, 

Mrs, Tomson was especially desirous that her hostess 
should see that she wore during the séance black close-fitting 
undergarments only, covered by an ordinary dark dress. It 
was noticed that the medium had her hair somewhat 
elaborately done up and that it was brown in shade, Owing 
to the very short notice several of the usual circle were unable 
to be present, and the sitters were but five in number, with 
only one lady. 

One of the advantages of the Tomsons medium- 
ship is that it has been developed to withstand a fairly strong 
light, in fact the test at Sir Hiram Maxim’s was, I under- 
stand, actually carried out in the daylight of a July day, which 
would no doubt quite prevent any spirit form appearing. The 
absence of music and the presence of unsympathetic sitters 
would also be a serious handicap. We had a large photo- 
graphic oil lamp about a foot square with a white opal glass 
front, and this was placed about fifteen feet from the curtains. 
Mr. Tomson sat by the lamp except when he accompanied the 
sitters up to the cabinet. 

A large musical box was used, and almost immediately 
after the medium took her place in the cabinet a form 
appeared with black hair hanging down over her shoulders. 
Nothing was said, but I thought that she looked very 
much like a sister of Mr. Glendinning’s who had been 
photographed like that by Mr. Boursnell. Directly after 
a taller form appeared, and also with her hair down. Mr. 
Glendinning approached, but not having his right glasses 
could not recognise the face, but his daughter noticed 
that the form was distinct from the medium, who was 
seated. My name was then called in an earnest, soft voice 
(the medium has a distinctively American voice and accent), 
and on my going up to the opening between the curtains, 
a beautiful woman, who seemed about twenty-five, placed 
her hands on my shoulder. Mr. Tomson, who is clair- 
audient, said: ‘That is the friend who came to you at your 
previous séance? This was about twelve months ago. I did 
not think so at the time, but two days later she was seen by 
a private sensitive whom I accidentally met at a friend’s 
house. She gave her name, which is well known to me as a 
kind and helpful guide, and said that she had manifested to 
me that evening. * Elowise,’ fine, tall and graceful, one of the 
helpers of the medium, then appeared, and at the request of 
one of the sitters afterwards slowly dematerialised into the 

oor in view of us all. 
in the evening, in a sweet and gentle voice, she 
efor having tried to help her medium. An elderly 

der than Mrs. Tomson, with a squarer face and 
cheek bones, desired a Scotch gentleman to 
er which a childish voice was heard, but quite 
S ed at the further end of the bay window, 
daughter of the medium, who, though 
as a child of between three and four. 
she was seen in the cabinet standing about 
ium, who was seated. One of the 
close to the cur- 
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spirits also manifested, but no ‘apports’ were received, owing, 
probably, to the great anxiety of the mediums as to their pre- 
sent position. 

That they are genuine I have no doubt whatever, but they 
must not forget to acknowledge and be grateful to the unseen 
workers who make the manifestations possible. This week, 
through the remarkable mediumship of a friend, who is a 
most capable business man, we had four beautifal materialisa- 
tions and ‘apports, consisting of a number of chrysanthe- 
mums.—Yours, &c., 


H. BLACKWELL, 


A Denial by Mr, and Mrs. Tomson. 


Sır, —With reference to Sir Hiram Maxim’s letter in 
‘Lin’ of the let inst., permit me to state emphatically that 
certain statements it contains are entirely unfounded. 

One of Sir Hiram’s young lady assistants herself tore the 
veil in order to enable Mrs. Tomson to drink the water. 

I never told Sir Hiram that ‘there was no such thing as 
Spiritualism in the world, nor made any remark that could 
possibly have been misunderstood to that effect. I never told 
Sir Hiram that I was ‘neither a medium nor a Spiritualist, 
but simply a conjurer,’ nor said anything that remotely 
resembled such a statement. 

Mrs. Tomson authorises me to deny on her account that 
there is any truth whatever in the statement Sir Hiram puts 
forward in the article in ‘ Pearson's Magazine, which yon 
quoted recently, to the effect thit she ‘broke down,’ and 
failed on account of the strictness of the test, and that ‘the 
snake had been concealed under her arm.’ 

I need not comment on the absurdity of this alleged 
explanation.—Yours, &c., 


CLARENCE Tomson, 


‘Lessons in Truth.’ 


S1k,—Miss Bates’ interesting letter in ‘Licur’ of August 
20th criticising what I wrote on ‘Immanence of Spiritual 
Beings,’ calls for a few words in reply. 


I may have been somewhat prejudiced against New Thought 
and Christian Science literature as it was introduced to me by 
a healing medium,a fine clairvoyante, who often described my 
friends in the brighter life, and gave me messages from them, 
and then would deny that she was a medium. She regarded 
all mediums as the dirt under her feet and to call her one was 
to her an unbearable insult ; yet the fact is, she is a Spirit- 
ualist medium without knowing anything whatever about 
Spiritualism. When I tried to teach her something by lending 
her ‘ Lieut’ to read she would not look at it, and declared that 
she had ‘advanced far beyond that’! This is an example of 
that spiritual pride and egoism which is such a snare and 
danger to those developiog mediumship, and which only careful 
education and training can eradicate. 

At same time I would ask, why do these writers so carefully 
go out of their way to avoid any mention of a spirit world ? 
It would be scarcely possible except it were intentional ! Then 
a another of these writers, by many considered the best, 

rs. Annie Rix Militz, in ‘Primary Lessons in Christian 
Liviog and Healing, expressly denies Spiritualism, and says 
that mediumship is all humbug. There is much that is very 
beautiful and helpful teaching in these books, and I should 
be only too happy to apologise to Mrs. Cady for what I have 
said, if she will come out into the open and acknowledge the 
existence and immanence of spiritual beings. 

We know very well that there is a conspiracy of silence— 
conscious or unconscious—amiongst Christians and others, to 
ignore altogether the spirit world, witness such sayings as 

Brewster's : ‘Spirits are the last things I will give in to.’ I 
e myself that ‘worldly wisdom’ solves the problem ; for 
. an open Spiritualist is to be unpopular, and to mention 
abject would interfere with the sale of the books. 
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The Position of Woman in Spiritualism. 

Str,—Judging from appearances, the phenomena, rather 

than the philosophy of Spiritualism, seem to appeal most 

strongly to women ; but do they ever think of the enormous 
benefit to themselves—even more than to men—that our 
beautiful philosophy brings ? 

The Church teaches that through woman sin, and conse- 
quently evil, was brought into the world. Paul supports the 
story of the fall, and places women, even in the Church, in a 

ition which, if they were to think, they would not tolerate 
or a moment. Woman may never officiate at the altar, but 
she may kneel and clean the stones which the precious feet of 
the priest have soiled ; she may never preach, however inspired 

her message may be, but she may scrub the pulpit floor. 

e marriage service, or rather parts of it, are worthy a 
place in the rites of the lowest races. Many a woman has 
made promises at the altar with indignation in her heart 
because of the abominable position she places herself in if she 
is conscientious, But she is taught that she must submit 
because it is God’s law, given through Paul, that these things 
should be, and that her position is irremediable. To a think- 
ing woman this is intolerable. But by these false teachings 
women have been misled, and their services and devotion to 
the Church, though perhaps they would be the last to admit 
or even to realise the fact, have been those of fear—hoping 
by their labours to conciliate the Almighty. But, surely, no 
unbiassed person could read the Bible through and not see 
that it is a book written by men, and for men, that woman 
does not stand even ‘a sporting chance.’ I may be asked : 
What of the honour done to womanhood through the incar- 
nation? Surely, if the story is true, stern necessity reigns 
here; as Christ is reputed to have had no earthly father, 
how could he have been human at all, had he had no earthly 
mother? and the condescension of God to become man is 
orthodoxy’s strongest point. 

Now let us see the difference. Our spirit friends teach us that 
God is just ; that He never meant one sex to rule the other ; 
that it is not the fault of the Almighty that Paul's degrading 
views of womanhood have been accepted as divine truths. Men 
and women stand equal on the Spiritualist platform, and they 
work as equals in the administration of their churches. If the 
an inspire a woman to give their messages of love and 
h ness she is not denied, on account of sex, the privilege 
of being employed in the same way as the man. 

The spirit of Christ, not the prejudice of Paul, is her 
share with us; even General Booth, strictly as he adheres to 
the Bible, by his methods of conducting the ‘Army’s’ services, 
tacitly admits that Paul’s views concerning women were un- 
inspired. (Does this equality of sex in the Army account for 
its popularity 1) 

The cause which has brought spiritual justice to women 
is a cause for which they should feel it a privilege to work, and 
they should go forth and teach their sisters that the angels 
are on their side killing bigotry and injustice.—Yours, &c., 


E. B. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


‘Proceedings of the S.P.R? Part LXI. 

‘A Dictionary of some Theosophical Terms. By Powis 
Hovrt. Theosophical Publishing Society. Price 5s. net. 

‘The House of Strange Work.’ By ELISABETH Severs. 
Theosophical Publishing Society. Price 1s. net. 

‘The Inherent Law of Life? By Franz Kuerscurop, M.D. 
G. Bell & Sons, Ltd. Price 33. 6d. net. 

Montuty Macazines.— Modern Astrology’ (6d.), ‘Occult 
Review’ (7d.), ‘Nautilus’ (10 cents), ‘Journal of the 


American 8.P.R,’ (50 cents). wt, J 
Quarrerty Reviews.—'The Hibbert Journal’ Gite 
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, OCT. 2nd, &c. 


Dae, enfas 7 7 A Y P 
Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may 
be added to reports if accompanied by stamps to the 


value of sixpence. 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ÅSSOCIATION, 51, MORTMER- 
STREET, W.—Cavendish Rooms.—Mr. W. E. Long, under con 
trol, delivered an interesting address on ‘ Prayers for the Dead 
in the Light of Communion of the Dead? Mr. W. T. Cooper 
presided.— Percy /Za/l.—On September 26th Mrs. Mary Davies 
gave successful psychometrical readings. Sunday next, see 
advt.—D. N. 

SPIRITUAL MISSION : 22, Prince’s-street.—Mr. Percy Beard 
delivered an earnest address.—67, George-street, Baker-street, 
W.—Morning, Mr. Carpenter gave an inspirational address on 
subjects chosen by the audience. On September 28th Mr. 
Beard gave excellent clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, 
see advt.—J. H. C. 

BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD.—HENLEY-STREET.—Mrs. Wilson 
spoke on ‘ The Necessity of Phenomena’ and gave clairvoyant 
descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.30 a.m., public circle; at 
7 p.m., Mrs. Gordon. Monday, 8.30, members’ circle. Thurs- 
day, 8.30, public circle ; silver collection. 15th,social gathering. 

Brrxton.—8, MAYALL-RoAD.—Miss Violet Burton spoke 
on ‘Golden Opportunities. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. J. 
Blackburn ; at 3.15 p.m., Lyceum. Monday, 7.30, ladies’ 
circle. Tuesday, 8.15, members’ circle. Thursday, 8.15, 
public circle.—G. T. W. 

STRATFORD.—WORKMEN’S HALL, 27, ROMFORD-ROAD, E.— 
Mr. H. J. Bowens gave an interesting trance address on 
‘ Known Facts of Spirit Return, and successful psychometric 


delineations. Sunday next, Mrs. Jamrach on ‘ The Spirit- 
ualist’s Conception of God’. —W. H. S. 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES.—ASSEMBLY Rooms, HAMPTON 


Wıck.—Mrs. Boddington gave an address on ‘Spiritualism 
Pure and Simple, and clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, 
at 7 p-m., Miss Violet Burton, address and replies to ques- 
tions.—T. C. W. 

Croypon.—Etmwoop HALL, ELMWOOD-ROAD, BROAD- 
GREEN.—At the Harvest Festival Mrs. Mary Davies’ addresses 
and descriptions were appreciated. The gifts will be suitably 
distributed. Sunday next, at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mrs. Podmore,. 
addresses and clairvoyant descriptions. 

Brixton.—Kosmon House, 73, WILTSHIRE-ROAD.—Miss 
Lucy Thompson gave a beautiful address on ‘The Eternal 
Love of the Father.’ Mrs. Johnson gave clairvoyant descrip- 
tions. Public services : Sundays, at 7 p.m. Wednesdays, at 
8.15 p.m.—K. 8. È 

PECKHAM.—LAUsSANNE HALL.—Morning, Mr. J. Jackson 
spoke ; evening, Mrs. Hylda Ball delivered an address on 
‘Reaping.’ On September 29th Mrs. Mary Davies gave an ad- 
dress and clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.30 a.m, 
and 7 p.m., Mrs. F. Roberts, of Leicester. Thursday, Mrs, 
Roberts ; 16th, Mr. D. J. Davis ; 20th, Miss Florence Morse, 

BRIGHTON.—MANCHESTER-STREET (OPPOSITE AQUARIUM), 
—Morning, Mrs. Podmore gave an address and good clairvoyant 
descriptions. Evening, Mrs, Clarke spoke and Mrs. Podmore 
gave clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.15 am. 
and 7 p.m., Mrs, M. H. Wallis, inspirational addresses. Mon- 
day, 8, and Wednesday, 3, Mrs. Curry. Friday, 8, public circle, 

GHGATE,— GROVEDALE HALL, GRovEDALE-ROAD.— 
Morning, Mr. J. Abrahall spoke on ‘Spirit Power,’ and gave 
clairvoyant descriptions. Evening, Mr. J. Gambril Nicholson 
gave an address on ‘ Live and Let Live,’ and answered ques- 
tions. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., Mr. J. Abrahall ; at 7 ile 

rs, 


e val, Mrs. Mary Davies. Wednesday, 
Dii nae 3. : 
[B L V-ROAD.—SURREY Masonic HALL.— 
r. W. E. Long spoke and he and Mrs, Beaure- 


at descriptions and spirit messages, 
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Hackngy.—240A, AMnurst-RoAD, N.—Mr. D. J. Davis 
gave an address on ‘ Bodily Consecration,’ and Mr. H. Leaf 
excellent clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., 
Mr. Robert King. Monday, 8 p.m., members’ circle.—N. R. 


BRIXTON. — 84, STOCKWELL PARK-ROAD.— Miss Morris 
delivered a beautiful address.—A. B. 

SournseA.—Lesser ViororrA HALL.—Mr. Elvin Frankish, 
of Exeter, gave eloquent addresses to appreciative audiences. 

Winonester. — Opprettows’ HALL. — Mr. A. Watts 
Harris, of Winchester, gave an earnest address on ‘ The 
Banished Christ.’—R. E. F. 

Lrnconn.—Procressive HALL, COULTHAM-STREET.—Mr. 
Porter gave an address on ‘ Body, Soul and Spirit’ and clair- 
voyant descriptions.—C. R. 

BRISTOL.—52, SUSSEX-PLACE,ÅSHLEY-HILL.—The president 
read a paper on ‘The Joy of Helping Others.’ Miss Dalton 
rendered a solo,—W. B. 

Sourusra.—Apincpon HALL, ÅBINGDON-ROAD. — Mr. 
Herbert J. Nicholls gave instructive addresses. Mr. and 
Mrs. Nicholls and Mrs. Sherlock gave clairvoyant descriptions. 

Souruenp -on- SEA.—MILTON-sTREET.—Mr. J. Blackburn 
spoke on ‘Salvation’ and ‘ Knowledge : Right and Wrong,’ 
and gave demonstrations of healing. 

<enTIsH Town.—17, Prince or WALES’-crescent, N.W. 
—Miss Rider related interesting ‘Personal Experiences,’ and 
Miss Brown gave psychometric readings, 

CraPHAM.—RICHMOND-PLACE, NEW-ROAD, WANDSWORTH- 
ROAD.—Mrs, Jamrach gave an address on ‘Is Spiritualism a 
Religion ?’ and clairvoyant descriptions.—C. C. 

Seven Kinas, Inrorp.—5, SPENCER-ROAD.—Mrs. Roberts 
spoke on ‘ The Spiritual Harvest,’ and Mr. Roberts gave clair- 
voyant descriptions. On September 27th Mrs. Gordon gave 
ad address and clairvoyant descriptions.—W. M. J. 

Futram.—Cotvey HALL, 25, FERNHURST-ROAD, MUNSTER- 
ROAD.—On October 3rd Mrs. Imison and Messrs. P. Smythe 
and R. Boddington conducted the Anniversary and Harvest 
Festival services.—H. C. 

Exerer.—Marxret Hart.—Morning and evening, Mr. 
Aaron Wilkinson, of Halifax, addressed large audiences, also 
on Friday and Monday at the Franklin Hall, and his clair- 
voyant descriptions aroused much interest.—H. L. 

E InFoRD.—CoRNER OF CHURCH-ROAD AND THIRD- 
AVENUE, MANOR Park, E.—Mrs. Neville addressed a crowded 
audience on ‘Work in Spirit Life’ and gave well-recognised 
clairvoyant descriptions.—H. J. A. 

Sournenn.—Sesnce HALL, BroApway.—Miss F. Morse 

gave addresses and clairvoyant descriptions. The evening 
subject, pathan the Consoler,’ was beautifully and help- 
treated, 
PLYMOUTH.—ODDFELLOWS Hatt, MORLEY-STREET.—Mr. 
Stafford gave an address; Mrs. Pollard, clairvoyante. On 
September 28th short address by the president ; Mrs. True- 
aerate N. F. 

ING.—New HALL, BLAGRAVE-STREET.—Mr. P. R. 
in the evening on the ‘Religion of 
treet gave clairvoyant descriptions . 
29th Mr. Hanso a AT gave an address on 
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THE SURVIVAL OF MAN 


A STUDY IN UNRECOGNISED HUMAN FACULTY 


BY 


SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


N this book Sir Oliver Lodge gives an account of many of his 
investigations into mattera connected with supernormal psycho 
logy during the last quarter of acentury; with an abridgment of con- 
temporary records, Apparitions are discussed in the light of our know- 
ledge of telepathy, and attention is paid to some of the most recent 
results of the Society for Peychical Research, especially those in which 
the anthor has himself been engaged. The section of the book which 
treats of antomatic writing, trance speech, and other instances of clair. 
voyant lucidity is probably the most important, for here is to be found 
some of the scientific evidence for survival, posthumous activity and 
continued personal existence. 


SOME oF THE CONTENTS: 

Aims and Objects of Psychical Research—Experimental Telepathy or 
Thought-Transference—Spontaneous Telepathy and Olairvoyance— 
Automatism and Lucidity—Anutomatic Writing and Trance S>eech— 
Personal Identity—Professor William James's Early Testimony —The 
Author's First Report on Mrs. Piper—Extracts and Discussion of Piper 
Sittings—Recent Piper Sittings—The Myers and Hodgson Con-rols in 
Recent Piper Sittings—Summary of other Experiences and Comments 
—In Memory of Myers. 


For Sir Oliver Lodge’s new book we cannot be sufficiently grateful, 
As a book forthe day, and for the man of to-day, it is, in some respecte, 
better than Mr. Myers’ great work. It is shorter: it is livelier: it goes 
over ground more suited to the habits and the paceof the average man. 
No better service could be done in our direction than to make it known 
and to push it in every possible way. Let every Spirituali-t who can 
afford it buy from one to fifty copies and use them as Christmas presents 
or gift books for the New Year. It is a handsomely printed and hand- 
somely bound volume of three hundred and sixty-seven pages, and costs 
7e, 10d. net post free. The book covers a great deal of ground and in 
an entirely workmanlike and attractive way.—‘Ligurt,’ Nov, 20th. 


Cloth, Second Edition, 357 pages, 7/10 net, post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C, 


Queen Alexandra has been graciously pleased to accept from 
the author a copy of his recently-published book, ‘Man’s Sur- 
vival After Death.’ This work has been written, to quote 
from the introductory note, ‘for those who are asking for 
something more definite as to the life beyond, than that which 
has been presented in much of the teaching of the past,’ and 
its acceptance at the present hour is worthy of note. 


MAN’S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH 
THE OTHER SIDE OF LIFE 


In the Light of Human Experience and 
Modern Research. 


BY 


REV. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, F.RAS., &c. 


(Vicar or Westox, OTLEY). 


With an Introduction by the Rev. Arthur Chambers. 


people of any 
“We can unreservedly recommend it to all and sundry as the best 
work of the year s= our subject, distinctly meritorious from first to 
—' Tae Two Wortps.’ 
*The selection is very impressive; further, Mr. Tweedale has had 
some very striking experiences. —‘ Tue Fixup.’ 


Cloth, 277 pages. Price, 6/4 nett, post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 
REMINISCENCES: 
= By tHe Late ALFRED SMEDLEY, 
; an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations. 


o 
E D Bartes. Cloth, 6s. 4d. 


; 
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY. 


Post free from the Office of ‘ Lieut,’ 


110, St. Marrtin’s Lang, W.C., at the prices quoted, 


Remittances must D a orders, otherwise they cannot be sent. 


Pi Identit ty 


” and ‘ The Hig} Hig! ner Asp ects of 
(oth 


‘MA. (Oxon.’) (W. Stainton arc): Cloth 


pirit Teachings.’ Through the Mediumship 


“Sp of William Stainton = M.A., Oxon.). Automatic or 
Passive Writing. Witha B ad ORARLTON rT PEER, and two 
ition. Cloth gilt, 824 pages. Bs. 10d. 


piritualism, the Open Door to the Un- 


seen Universe.” By James ROBERTSON. Cloth, 5s. 4d. 


the Dead Depart?’ 


By E. KATHARINE 
Collected by E. 


itch Stories.’ 


Lixtox. Cloth, 1s. 6d. 


Lynn 


“Ifthe Haunted Homes and Family Traditions 


of Great Britain.” By Jonn H. Incram. With seventeen full- 


page illustrations, 641 pages, 4°. 4d. 


"A Guide to Mediumshi ip and Psychical 
Unfoldment’ ByE. W.and M. H. WaLLıs. Cloth, 4s. 4d. 


e Beyond Death.’ A Review of the World’s 


Te eet the Subject. To which is added an Appendix containing 
to personal ences and opinions. By MINOT J. 

met DD 8vo, cloth, 842pp., 6s. 
uman Magnetism ; or, How to eSB HIS. A 
A Practical dbook for Students of Mesmerism PROFESSOR 
Jaxes peas. With Ten Plates, showing induction a phenomena, 
taland Curative, Third Edition. Cloth, bs. 4d. g 
e Law of Psychic Phenomena.’ A working 


thesis for the systematic study of Hypnotism, Spiritualism, 
nlai Therapie By THOoĮmsoN Jay Hupson. 6s., post free. 


e Gift of the § = spirit. ess ere by PRENTICE 
ee, Edited b; B i wins. 8s. 10d. 


Teie, White and Black: or, the Science of 
Finite and Infinite Life, containin, toe Hints for Students 
of Occultism.’ By Franz i Es - Oloth, 6s. 


" Egyptian Magic.’ Ic. By E. A. WALLIS BUDGE, 


A.. Litt.D. ty Hosni Cloth, 8s. 10d. 


‘ Keyptian Religion. tian Ideas of the 
uture Life.’ rt em A. 7 T upar, M.A., Litt.D. With 
eight illustrations. Cloth, 8s. 10d., post free. 


< H afed, Prince of Persia’: His Experience in 
Earth-Life and Pp t-Life, being Spirit Communications received 

ao At Mr. David Duguid, the Siege Trance Painting Medium. With 
Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruisdal 


teen. 592 pp. 4s. 
“(ian Telepathy Explain?’ Results of Psy- 
chical Research. By the Rev. Minor J. SavaGE, D.D. 8s. 9d. 


Lt. s Borderland and Beyond.’ By RICHARD 


Pike. Cloth. 2s. 6d. 


uman Personality and its Survival of 


by the late FREDERIC W. H. rA Edited 
ol Edition. 


' Gpiritualism i in the Bible.” B 
Waris. | boards 1s. 1$4., cloth 1s. za 


Power and Plenty.’ asic WALDO TRINE. Cloth, 8a. 9d. 


‘Reminiscences.’ By ALFRED SMED LEY. In- 
cluding an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestat ions. la. 2d. 


‘he Little ee Se th he U Jnseen,% 
OLIPHANT. — 2a. 9d. 


ea 


eo 


nomena, — By 3. 


‘ : the Infinite,or Fulness of Peace, 


By Mus. 


eae and - Spiritualism.’ By Leron 


Dents. Translated by H. D. SPEAKMAN. Cloth, 8s. 10d. 


vidence for a Future Life.’ By GABRIEL 
DELANNE. Translated by H. A. DALLAS. Oloth, 5s, 6d. 


‘ (jutlines of Spiritualism for the Young, and 


Spiritualists in General.’ By ALFRED Kitson. Cloth, 2s. 8d. 


pQ pititualiam. The Physical Phenomena, 
with Facsimile [ustrations of Thought Transference Drawings 
and Direct Writing, &c. By E.T. BENNETT, with introduction by Sir 
Oliver Lodge. Cloth, 140 pages. ‘1s. 8d. 

0» Life After Death.’ By Gustav THEODOR 
FECHNER. Oloth, 3s. 9d. 


he Human Aura and the Significance of 
Colour’ By W.J. OoLVILLE. 1e. 2d. 


‘ Practical Hypnotism.’ Teaching eighteen 


different methods of inducing Mesmerism or Hypnotism. By 
HassNu HARA. 1s. 2d. 


£ Paisa Psychometry : Its Value and How 


it is Mastered.” By O Hasnnu Hara 1s. 2d, 


Dractical Yoga.’ A Series of Thoroughly 
Prastical Lescons upon the Philosophy and Practice of Yoga, 
with a chapter devoted to Persian Magic. By O Hasanv Hara, 18.24. 


ee Strange Story of Ahrinziman.’ By 
By FRANCHEZZ0. 


A F.S. Oloth, 8s. 10d. 


Wooa in Spirit Lands.’ 


Cloth, 4s. 10d, 


alks with the Dead.’ Illustrated with 
Spirit Photographs. By JoHN LOBB. 2s. 10d. 


he Busy Life Beyond Death, from the 
Voice of the Dead.’ Illustrated by Spirit Photographs. By 
Joun Lops. Cloth, 2s. 10d. gon. 
roofs of Life after Death.’ Opinions as to 
a Future Life by some of the world’s most eminent Scientific 
Men and Thinkers. Compiled by Rosr. J. THOMPSON. Cloth. Ts. 10d, 
olloquies with an Unseen Friend.’ Given 


by Automatic Writing. Edited by WALBURGA, LADY PAGET, 
Cloth, 8s. 10d. 


ik Holy Truth.’ 
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